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who flew a Wright airplane to complete the first transcontinental flight
100 years ago, and Harriet Quimby, who became our Nation’s first fe-
male licensed pilot and a groundbreaking aviator. So, too, must we
press onward, exploring new frontiers of science, technology, and
imagination in pursuit of a brighter future for generations to come. The
Wright brothers stand among America’s most celebrated innovators,
and today, we recognize all those who look toward the heavens and
envision what might be.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963, as
amended (77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 143), has designated December 17 of
each year as “Wright Brothers Day” and has authorized and requested
the President to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of
the United States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 2011, as Wright
Brothers Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8768 of December 28, 2011
National Mentoring Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day, mentors help young Americans face the challenges of grow-
ing into adulthood. By setting a positive example and sharing their
time, knowledge, and experience, mentors play an essential role in pre-
paring our Nation’s youth for a bright future. During National Men-
toring Month, we celebrate the contributions of all those who cultivate
a supportive environment for the next generation, and we recommit to
expanding mentorship opportunities across our country.

At school and at home, in the library and on the field, mentors lift our
youth toward their goals and ambitions. As a teacher, a relative, or a
trusted friend, a mentor’s steady and dependable support can inspire
a child to strive for success and instill in them the confidence to
achieve their full potential. Mentorship strengthens our American fam-
ily, and by teaching enduring values like diligence and self-discipline,
we make a powerful and lasting investment in our youth, our commu-
nities, and our Nation.

Across the Federal Government, we are working to ensure more young
people have the opportunity to connect with a mentor. Last January,
we partnered with businesses across America to launch the Corporate
Mentoring Challenge, which calls on corporations to begin or expand
mentoring programs that pair children with positive role models, foster
leadership skills, and put them on the path to success in school and
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beyond. As part of our steadfast commitment to support our service
members and their loved ones, we are funding new mentorship oppor-
tunities for children from military families. And we are continuing to
engage faith and community groups to help recruit mentors who can
guide our youth in education, employment, and engaged citizenship.
For information and resources about mentoring opportunities, I encour-
age all Americans to visit: www.Serve.gov/Mentor.

By lending a hand and serving as a mentor, countless individuals have
empowered young Americans with the confidence, inspiration, and
tools to lead rich and fulfilling lives. This month, I encourage adults
to make an investment in our Nation’s future by helping a child dis-
cover the best in themselves.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January
2012 as National Mentoring Month. I call upon public officials, busi-
ness and community leaders, educators, and Americans across the
country to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8769 of December 28, 2011
National Stalking Awareness Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In our schools and in our neighborhoods, at home and in workplaces
across our Nation, stalking endangers the physical and emotional well-
being of millions of American men and women every year. Too often,
stalking goes unreported and unaddressed, and we must take action
against this unacceptable abuse. This month, we stand with all those
who have been affected by stalking and strengthen our resolve to pre-
vent this crime before it occurs.

Stalkers inspire fear through intimidation, explicit or implied threats,
and nonconsensual communication—often by telephone, text message,
or email—that can cause severe emotional and physical distress. Many
victims suffer anxiety attacks, feelings of anger or helplessness, and de-
pression. Fearing for their safety, some are forced to relocate or change
jobs to protect themselves. And, tragically, stalking can be a precursor
to more violent offenses, including sexual assault and homicide. The
consequences of this crime are real, and they take a profound and on-
going toll on men, women, teens, and children across our country.

Despite the dangerous reality of stalking, public awareness and legal
responses to this crime remain limited. New data show that one in six
women and one in 19 men have experienced stalking that caused them
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